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About this Year’s Book

Veteran writer Sarah Weeks and first-time author Gita Varadarajan
address common middle school fears of two young characters
struggling to find their way. Joe and Ravi are from very different places,
but they're both stuck in the same place: SCHOOL. Joe's lived in the
same town all his life, and was doing just fine until his best friends
moved away and left him on his own. Ravi's family just moved to
America from India, and he's finding it pretty hard to figure out where
he fits in. Librarians across the country recommend the book as a
read-aloud forcing the listener to walk in someone else’s shoes.
Save me a Seat, full of empathy and humor, explores issues of
diversity, culture, assumptions and parenting styles.
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Welcome to the 8th year of
KIDS READING ACROSS RHODE ISLAND!

ABOUT KIDS ABOUT READING ACROSS RHODE ISLAND
Kids Reading Across Rhode Island is a partnership between the RI Office
of Library and Information Services and the RI Center for the Book,
made possible through a vibrant collaboration of librarians, teachers, and
student readers from across the state. The State House event serves as a
kickoff for the annual statewide library summer reading program, which
has a 2017 theme of Build a Better World! All summer, libraries statewide
will offer free programs inspired by Save me a Seat.

GET THE BOOK
Sets of books are available for loan to schools and public libraries for
discussion groups by contacting kate@ribook.org. Further reading lists,
book discussion guides, the author’s websites, audio interviews and other
supplementary material may be found on the websites of Rhode Island
Center for the Book (www.ri.book.org) and the Office of Library and
Information Services (www.olis.ri.gov).
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About the Authors

Award-winning writer Sarah Weeks (Pie; So B. It) and India-born
debut author Gita Varadarajan present a poignant, comical cultural
exchange in the alternating voices of two fifth-grade boys.
Sarah Weeks’ first YA novel, So B. It, was an ALA Best Book for
Young Adults and the 2004 Parent's Choice Gold Award and
her Regular Guy series has resulted in a development deal with
Disney for a feature length live-action film. She has two
grown sons and lives in New York City.

Gita Varadarajan was born and raised in India.
She has worked with children all over the world, and
now teaches second grade in Princeton, N.J.
Save Me a Seat, written with Sarah Weeks, is her first novel.
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SUGGESTIONS FOR
STUDENT RESPONSE

Created by Diane Walsh, Librarian, Winsor Hill Elementary School
and Sarah Dyer Barnes Elementary School

Common Core Connections and Interdisciplinary Opportunities
Reading and discussing this book will help students meet several of the
Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts, including the
reading literature standards for key ideas and details, craft and structure,
and integration of knowledge and ideas (CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL), and the
speaking and listening standards for comprehension and collaboration and
for presentation and ideas (CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL). The questions in this
guide can also be used as writing prompts for independent work. Across
disciplines, there are many opportunities to utilize the ideas in this book.
1.The authors of this book have arranged the book around the lunch
choices during the first week of school. Why do you think this is
effective? How does this menu compare with your own school
selections? How would these choices factor into a healthy diet?
Explain and support your answers.
2. Why do you think Ravi is hesitant to correct the mispronunciation
of his name? Have you ever been in a situation where you are
misunderstood and how did you choose to deal with it?

3. On p. 6 we learn of the somewhat derogatory term “ABCD” when
describing Dillon. He is Indian yet different. Ravi assumes that just
because they look alike they might become friends. Explain why his
thinking may be a little faulty about this. Have you ever jumped to a
similar conclusion? How did that work out?

4. Several times in the book, Ravi makes lists. One list is what he would
like to say and the other is what he says instead. Try writing your own
third list for Ravi about what you think he should say or how he should
act in those situations. Support your choices.

5. Just as Ravi is a complex character who stands out because of his
appearance, we meet Joe who, though very American, immediately
stands out because of his size. What kind of wrong assumptions do
most people make about Joe because of the way he looks? How have
these assumptions affected Joe’s perception of himself over time? Explain
3
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why you think our society has a problem with people’s size, especially when
they are not just big but overweight.

6. Joe has something called Auditory Processing Disorder or ADP. Do
some research to learn more about this condition. Why do you think
Joe’s father thinks it is “made up?” Explain how Joe’s father changes
throughout the book.

7. There is no doubt that Dillon is a bully. But one could argue that Ravi has
more in common with him on this point. He calls people names behind
their backs and we learn how he treated fellow classmates at his old
school. Because of Dillon’s actions, Ravi learns some truths about himself
that he never realized. Explain how Ravi changes through this process.

8. The authors give us subtle clues about how Ravi and Joe are more alike
than they realize (e.g. reading ahead in Bud, Not Buddy). Why do you think
it takes them so long to see this?

9. Mrs. Beam assigns the class a “personal reflection” (p.156). Choose an
object that represents who YOU are and explain in one-sentence or
more, why you chose this particular object. Share with classmates. For
a challenge, try to guess “who is who” just as Ravi and Joe had to do!
(You could try “Venn Friends” activity from p. 17, too!)

10. Put yourself in Joe’s situation having his mother working in his school.
How would you feel? Do you think Joe makes a lot of sense in his
behavior towards his mother? Why or why not?

11. Food is an important part of any culture. Some of our best family
celebrations include some type of food. Make a list of some of these
celebrations and the types of food that your family likes to celebrate
with. If you have the opportunity, share some of these foods with others.

12. We learn a little about some of Ravi’s family food favorites. Our food
choices are as foreign to him as his are to ours. Are you the kind of
person that would try different foods? What can one learn by being a
food “adventurer?”

13.“Quitting is not an option.” “Assumptions are often wrong.” Explain how
each of these sayings factor into Ravi and Joe’s story with support from
the text.

14. Ravi’s mother and grandmother mean well when they try to “help” Ravi
with his assignment, but it goes wrong. What is the difference between
“helping” and “taking over” a project? Explain which is better.
4
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15. There really is a definite culture clash in the way that Ravi’s family thinks
he should act in school. Cite examples of how their advice led to more
problems for Ravi.

16. Research the basics of the game of cricket. Then make a list connecting
terms of the game with those of baseball. (e.g. both use a type of bat
but the bats are very different.) See how many terms you can match,
even though there will certainly be differences!

17. Cite examples of how Joe’s character is more than meets the eye. Then
give an example from your own life (or from either a historical figure or
fictional character) that supports the same “M&M lesson”: There is more
to me OR them than meets the eye.

18. Explore the items is Ravi’s glossary. Learn about Indian dress, religion,
and food. See if you can get to try some firsthand, including the recipe
for naan khatais. Then compare his glossary with Joe’s. Does anything
surprise you about his word entries? If so, which ones and why?

19. Mr. Barnes and Miss Frost are two wonderful examples of caring adults.
Explain how each in their own way helped Joe navigate the difficulties of
his school life. Reflect on the adults who have helped you along the way
to who you are today. If you would like, write a note of thanks to one of
them.

20. As gross or primitive as this may sound, did you know that leeches have
made a comeback in medical treatments in recent years? See if you can
find out just how, and why science supports this, what some may call, a
backwards process.

21. The highly effective method that the authors used in telling this story
enabled us to see the same events from two different viewpoints as the
characters told their story in alternating chapters. Think back to a time
in your own life recently where a misunderstanding might have been
avoided if you could have stepped back and looked at the event from
the opposing point of view. Give an example from the text to show that
there really are two sides to every story.

22. What if the authors had decided to include Dillon’s viewpoint?
Write a short chapter in Dillon’s voice AFTER the leech incident
but forcing him to see the event from Ravi OR Joe’s point of view
rather than his own (because he probably wouldn’t have learned
anything if he only thought of himself as usual!) How will he change?
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BOOKS ON RELATED THEMES

Compiled by Babs Wells, Greenville Public Library
FICTION

Lowji Discovers America by Candace Fleming
Lowji is a boy from Bombay who moves to a small town in Illinois.
Throughout the story, letters to the boy’s best friend in India show
his gradual transition into his new world.

Medusa Jones by Ross Collins
Medusa is picked on by other children at Acropolis Academy in Ancient
Greece. So, she has snakes in her hair instead of gorgeous blond ringlets
like Cassandra. So, her best friend is a half horse. Is that any reason for
the popular kids to be SO mean?

The New Girl by Meg Cabot
As Allie works to get past being the new girl at school, she eagerly
awaits the arrival of her new kitten and faces difficulty when her
grandmother visits while her family is still settling in to their new
home. Who knew it was going to be so hard being the new girl?

Secret Identity by Wendelin Van Draanen
Tired of being called names by a class bully, a 5th grader invents a new
identity to begin The Revenge of the Nerds!

The Year of the Dog by Grace Lin
Readers follow Grace, an American girl of Taiwanese heritage, through
the course of one year – The Year of the Dog- as she struggles to
integrate her two cultures. Throughout the story, her parents share
their own experiences that parallel events in her life.

The Zero Degree Zombie Zone by Patrik Henry Bass
What do you get when frozen zombies invade your school? This zany
story all about friendship, bullies and magic will lead you on a wild
adventure!
NON-FICTION

Complied by Dr. Joan Glazer, Professor Emerita, RI College

Americans from India and Other South Asian Countries by Ken Park
Issues related to integration into American society for earlier immigrants and current arrivals from India, Pakistan, and other Asian countries are effectively presented.
6
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Cliques, Phonies and Other Baloney by Trevor Romain
The author offers a humorous and reassuring treatment of issues in
children’s friendships, addressing cliques, real versus phony friends, and
being popular with others.

Cyberbullying by Rachel Stuckey
Physical Bullying by Jennifer Rivkin
Social Bullying by Margaret Webb
Verbal Bullying by Jennifer Rivkin
Each book opens with a short scenario that gives an example of the type
of bullying, followed by chapters fully explaining it and providing advice
on how to handle it.
Every Kids Guide to Making Friends by Joy Berry
Part of a Living Skills series, this book suggests guidelines for keeping as
well as making friends.

How Kids Make Friends: Secrets for Making Lots of Friends, No
Matter How Shy You Are by Lonnie Michelle
The author gives suggestions for both children and parents for improving
social skills.
How to Beat Physical Bullying by Alexandra Hanson-Harding
Readers can learn about causes of physical bullying and strategies for
both victims and bystanders to cope with and stop its occurrence.

I Get It! I Get It! How John Figures It Out: One Boy’s Journey and
Triumph with Auditory Processing Disorder by Loraine Alderman
and Yvonne Capitelli
This picture book describes how a young boy, with the help of his
teacher and family, learns to deal with his APD.

Immigrants to America by Linda Thompson
The author describes when and why groups of people have moved to
America and recounts how immigration has helped to shape American
society.

Real Friends vs. the Other Kind by Annie Fox
The narrative follows six children as they work to form friendships and
navigate social situations in middle school.
POETRY

Compiled by Dr. Joan Glazer, Professor Emerita, RI College
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America, My New Home: Poems by Monica Gunning
Jamaican-born poet Monica Gunning describes in twenty-three poems
the experiences of a young immigrant in America, capturing both the
hardship and the hope.

Fearless Fernie: Hanging Out with Fernie and Me by Gary Soto
The theme of early adolescent adventures and feelings as expressed by
the narrator unites this collection of poems.
To This Day: For the Bullied and Beautiful by Shane Koyczan
Thirty different artists from around the world illustrate this passionate
anti-bullying poem.

Very Best (Almost) Friends: Poems of Friendship by Paul B. Janeczko
This collection includes poems by some of the best poets for children –
Naomi Nye, Gwendolyn Brooks, Nancy Willard and others. Many involve
troubled friendships and the handling of bullies.
Weird? (me too!): Let’s Be Friends: Poems by Sara Holbrook
Different types and the many nuances of friendships are explored in this
collection of forty-four poems, with readers encouraged to use the
poems as springboards for their own writing.
PICTURE BOOKS

Compiled by Tina Ladika, South Kingstown Public Library

Building Our House by Jonathan Bean
A young girl narrates her family's move from the city to the country,
where they have bought a piece of land and live in a trailer while they
build a house from the ground up, with help from relatives and friends.

The Curious Garden by Peter Brown
Liam discovers a hidden garden and with careful tending spreads color
throughout the gray city.

Dreaming Up: a Celebration of Building by Christy Hale
A collection of concrete poetry, illustrations, and photographs that shows
how young children's constructions, created as they play, are reflected in
notable works of architecture from around the world
Drum Dream Girl: How One Girl’s Courage Changed Music
by Margarita Engle
Follows a young Cuban girl in the 1930s as she strives to become a
drummer, despite being continually reminded that only boys play the
drums, and that there's never been a female drummer in Cuba. Inspired
by the true story of Millo Castro Zaldarriaga.
8
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Good Night Yoga: A Pose-by-Pose Bedtime Story by Mariam Gates
Good Night Yoga is both a bedtime story and a series of simple poses for
following the natural world as it comes to rest at day's end.
Happy in Our Skin by Fran Manushkin
A delightfully rhythmical read-aloud text is paired with bright, bustling art
in this joyful and diverse exploration of babyhood.
A House in the Woods by Inga Moore
Two Little Pigs whose small homes in the woods have been accidentally
destroyed by Bear and Moose decide to build a house they can all share,
and with the help of Beaver Builders they soon have a fine new home.

If You Plant a Seed by Kadir Nelson
While planting seeds in their garden, two animals learn the value of kindness.

Last Stop on Market Street by Matt de la Peña
A young boy, CJ, rides the bus across town with his grandmother and
learns to appreciate the beauty in everyday things.

Lola Plants a Garden by Anna McQuinn
Lola plants a flower garden with her parent's help, and watches it grow.

Maybe Something Beautiful: How Art Transformed a Neighborhood
by F. Isabel Campoy
Mira lives in a gray and hopeless urban community until a muralist arrives
and, along with his paints and brushes, brings color, joy, and togetherness
to Mira and her neighbors.

Nana in the City by Lauren Castillo
A young boy is frightened by how busy and noisy the city is when he goes
there to visit his Nana, but she makes him a fancy red cape that keeps him
from being scared as she shows him how wonderful a place it is.

One Family by George Shannon
A family can be many things, in this story that introduces numbered
groups from one to ten.

Tinyville Town Gets to Work! by Brian Biggs
When there is a traffic jam on the Tinyville Town bridge, the residents decide to work together to build a new one.
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EXPLORE NEW WORLDS THROUGH FILM
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PCFF REEL CONNECTIONS
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To find out about Kids Reading
Across Rhode Island programs in
your area, go to ribook.org.
This booklet presents resources the Kids Reading Across
Rhode Island committee has gathered to enrich and expand this reading.
Rhode Island Center for the Book at the Rhode Island Council for the
Humanities is a statewide organization devoted to promoting personal and
community enrichment by celebrating the art and heritage of reading, writing,
making, and sharing books. Founded in 2003, Center for the Book is an affiliate
of the Center for the Book in the Library of Congress in Washington, D.C.
The Office of Library and Information Services (OLIS), an office within the
Department of Administration, is the state library agency for Rhode Island.
OLIS supports and strengthens library and information services in the
state to ensure that all residents will benefit from free and convenient
access to library and information resources and services.

Be sure to check out the summer reading
resource pages on the OLIS website! 2017 Summer
Reading Program, Themes and Programs
www.olis.ri.gov/services/srp/

Program design by Amy Barrett
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Andrade-Faxon
Charities for Children
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