To find Reading Across Rhode Island programs
in your area, go to ribook.org.
This booklet presents resources the Reading Across Rhode Island committee
has gathered to enrich and expand this reading.
Our programs would not be possible without the support of
our sponsors, partners and affiliates:
NewportFed
Picador Publishing
Reading With Robin
Rhode Island Network for Educational Technology
Rhode Island Office of Library and Information Services

Ada Books
Barrington Books
Books on the Square
Myopic Books
Grateful Heart
D Kelley Fine Used Books

Brown Bookstore
Cellar Stories Bookstore
Grateful Heart
Kingston Hill Bookstore
Twice Told Tales
Tyson’s Old &Rare Books Books

Rhode Island Center for the Book is a statewide
organization devoted to promoting personal and
community enrichment by celebrating the art and heritage
of reading, writing, making, and sharing books. Founded in 2003,
Center for the Book is an affiliate of the Center for the
Book in the Library of Congress in Washington, D.C.

Welcome to the 12th year of
READING ACROSS RHODE ISLAND!
Reading Across Rhode Island, the statewide community read, kicks off its 12th
year with Mr. Penumbra’s 24-Hour Bookstore by Robin Sloan. Reading Across
Rhode Island is a project of the Rhode Island Center for the Book, made possible through a vibrant collaboration of librarians, teachers, book group leaders
and readers from across the State.
The 2014 program runs from January to May with readers in Rhode
Island classrooms, libraries, and bookstores joining discussions and
participating in lectures, art exhibits, poetry readings and dramatic
interpretations focused on this year’s selection.

Robin Kall, host of Reading With Robin and Dyana Koelsh, Principal of DK
Communications serve as the program’s Honorary Chairs.

GET THE BOOK
Pick up a copy of Mr. Penumbra’s 24-Hour Bookstore at your local public
library or bookstore and start up a conversation with your family,
friends, coworkers, or even the person sitting next to you as you ride
the bus.This is your chance to take a moment to have a great
conversation with an old friend or to make a new one.

JOIN IN
Join thousands of Rhode Islanders at one of the many book discussions
and related programs around the state from January to May.

If you’re out and about, you might find copies of Mr. Penumbra’s 24-Hour
Bookstore in unexpected places. Our wandering books appear in public
spaces such as parks, buses, malls and doctor’s offices. If you find a copy,
it’s yours for a short time. Register the book online and see how far it
travels (instructions are included in the book), read it, review it and
release it for someone else to enjoy.
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About the Book

“I wrote this book because it’s
the one I wanted to read, and I
tried to pack it full of things
I love: books and bookstores;
design and typography; Silicon
Valley and San Francisco;
fantasy and science fiction;
quests and projects. If you
love those things too, I hope
and believe you will enjoy a
visit to the tall skinny
bookstore next to the
strip club.”
-Robin Sloan
The Reading Across Rhode Island Committee selected Mr. Penumbra’s
24-Hour Bookstore for its nearly universal appeal to Rhode Island readers ages
14-114.A fast paced read about friendship, independent bookshops, Google, the
pursuit of immortality, secret societies and the positive relationship between the
old world and the new, Mr. Penumbra’s 24-Hour Bookstore explores the interplay
between hard copy and digital texts.This book about books appeals to book
lovers and technophiles, championing the durability of the written word regardless
of the medium.Although set in San Francisco and New York, the main character is
a RISD graduate!
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About the Author
Robin Sloan, a 32-year-old former
Twitter manager and self described
“media inventor” from San Francisco,
has established himself over the past
few years as a “notably nimble thinker
on the future of digital culture”.
Growing up in Troy Michigan, the son
of a salesman and a home economics
teacher, Sloan loved both computers
and books.As and economics major
at Michigan State University, he
started a literary magazine but
never considered a literary career.
In 2004 he wrote “Epic 2014” an
eight-minute flash video describing
an apocalyptic near-future in which
the traditional news media are
vanquished by a conglomerate
called “Googlezon.” This preYouTube video was viewed more
than a million times! In the spring
of 2009, inspired by a friend’s tweet –“just misread 24-hour
book drop as 24-hour bookstore, the disappointment is beyond words” –
he began to write what would become his first novel, Mr. Penumbra’s 24

Hour Bookstore.

Suggestions for student response
Created by Muriel Sweeney and Tracey Hague, Chariho High
School (Some projects/papers have been aligned to the
Common Core State Standards. Look for opportunities
to enhance your students’ experience with this novel.)

Mr. Penumbra’s 24-Hour Bookstore by Robin Sloane
Narrative Responses

• Literature Letters – Clay discusses his favorite novel and how it forged a
lifetime friendship with Neel.Write a letter to the author of your favorite
novel and reflect on how the novel influenced your own life. (W 11-12.3)
• Extend the novel – Clay presents his findings at the end of the novel of his
translation of Manutius’s CODEX VITAE in which he put his lifetime of experiences and lessons into one great final volume left behind to be discovered by
those that would follow.We also discover that others in the Unbroken Spine
did the same using fiction as the means of relating their experiences to the
world. Create your own CODEX VITAE using your own choice of genre (fiction, poetry, non-fiction, graphic novel, etc.) (W 11-12.3) (A fun side project
could be to have other students read another’s work and present it just as
Clay did at the end of the novel.)
• Point of View – Rewrite the scene of the first meeting between Clay and Mr.
Penumbra from Mr. Penumbra’s point of view. What is going through his mind
when he first meets the boy? (W 11-12.3)
• Research and narrate a day in the life of a Google employee. (W 11-12.3)
• At one point, Kat and Clay discuss the concept of Singularity. Research this
concept and write a narrative imagining a typical day in 2050. (W 11-12.3)

Research Projects

• Research and present other quests for eternal life - both real and fiction.
(W 11-12.2, SL 11-12.4)
• Research and present the concept of Singularity. Explain the development of
the concept and what it means for the future of humankind. (W 11-12.2, SL
11-12.4)
• Research and present the field of computer science. Create a timeline showing the development of information technology. Include a projection of various
careers that are available today and in the future. (W 11-12.2, SL 11-12.4)
• Research and present secret societies – both real and fictional (W 11-12.2, SL
11-12.4)
• Research and present the histories and development of at least three different
types of font. (W 11-12.2, SL 11-12.4)

3

4

Closer Reading

• In the opening pages of the novel, a number of technical terms are used and
more appear as the book continues. Define the following: browser tab,
typeface, serifs, code, topology, pixels, punches and twitter.Add other technical
terms that did not appear here.
• How does Clay Jannon’s description of Mr. Penumbra’s bookstore reveal his
background as an art school graduate? Illustrate Clay’s description of the
store before and after meeting Mr. Penumbra. Create your own 3-D model of
the Bookstore, the Reading Room or any other scene.
• What is unique about Clay’s interview with Mr. Penumbra?
• Mr. Penumbra seems to have a number of books that are found in most
libraries, like those of Steinbeck, Borges, and Tolkein, as well as his special
books for his late night clients.What do his choices say about Mr. Penumbra?
• Explore the novel’s chapter titles, for example:What type of information does
“Matropolis: provide?
• Discuss the significance of the novel’s setting.
• Clay and his best friend Neel Shah are both devoted readers of a
trilogy called The Dragon Song Chronicles. Explore how these books serve as
essential to the novel’s conclusion.
• Explore Sloane’s use of humor throughout the novel.
• Explore the ultimate purpose of the “cult” of the Unbroken Spine.
• What is the purpose of the CODEX VITAE? Explore how it both does and
doesn’t fulfill the expectation of the Unbroken Spine.
• Explore the relationship between Manutius and Gerritzoon as revealed in
Clay’s 9th Slide.What do we learn about the possibilities of immortality?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS from the Reading Group Guide
http://www.barnesandnoble.com

1. Related to the word “umbrella,” Mr. Penumbra's last name can refer to an
area of partial illumination (especially in astronomy) or something that serves
as a shroud.What makes his bookstore a source of light, even though it operates in the shadows?
2. What were your initial theories about the bookstore's mysterious patrons
and their project? What did you predict Manutius's message would be?
3. At the heart of the novel is the collision of old-world handwork and the
automated digital age. How do Clay and Mat build a bridge between these
two worlds?
4. Discuss Clay's pursuit of love.What makes Kat attractive to him? What does
it take to win her over?
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5. The characters remind us that fifteenth-century technologies of the book—
from punch-cutting to typesetting—were met with fear and resistance, as well
as with entrepreneurial competition and the need to teach new skills. How
does this compare to the launch of e-books? If you try to picture what
literacy will look like five hundred years from now, what do you see?
6. If you were to file a codex vitae, capturing all you've learned throughout your
life, what would it contain?
7. As Clay and the team of Google decoders take on the same challenge, what do
they discover about the relative strengths of the human brain and technology?
8. Neel's financial backing makes it possible for Clay to outwit Corvina and the
Festina Lente Company, despite its many lucrative enterprises. In this novel,
what can money buy, and what are the limitations of wealth?
9. Clay's literary idol, Clark Moffat, was forced to make a choice between the
Unbroken Spine project and his commercially successful fiction. If you had
been Moffat, which path would you have chosen?
10. Are Penumbra and his colleagues motivated only by a quest for immortality?
If not, what are the other rewards of their labor-intensive work? Can books
give their authors immortality?
11. How did you react to Gerritszoon's “message to eternity,” revealed in the
closing passages? How can his wisdom apply to your life?
12. Discuss the physical traits of your copy of Mr. Penumbra's 24-Hour Bookstore. Do you have a hard copy or an e-book, and where did you buy it?
How does the design of the book enhance your reading experience?
13. Clay grapples with the fact that e-books could make brick-and-mortar
bookstores unnecessary. How have your community's bookstores fared in
recent years? Did the novel reassure you about the role of technology in
the lives of book lovers?

BOOKS ON RELATED THEMES FOR ADULTS
Compiled by Maggie Brewer and Cheryl Stein, Reading Across RI
Committee Members
FICTION

Alif the Unseen by G.Willow Wilson

In an unnamed Middle Eastern security state, a young Arab-Indian hacker shields
his clients—dissidents, outlaws, Islamists, and other watched groups—from
surveillance and tries to stay out of trouble. He goes by Alif—the first letter of
the Arabic alphabet, and a convenient handle to hide behind.The aristocratic
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woman Alif loves has jilted him for a prince chosen by her parents, and his computer has just been breached by the State’s electronic security force, putting his
clients and his own neck on the line.

Bleeding Edge by Thomas Pynchon

New York City, 2001. Fraud investigator Maxine Tarnow starts looking into the
finances of a computer-security firm and its billionaire geek CEO and discovers
there's no shortage of swindlers looking to grab a piece of what's left of the
tech bubble.

The Bookman’s Tale by Charlie Lovett

After the death of his wife, Peter Byerly, a young antiquarian bookseller,
relocates from the States to the English countryside, where he hopes to
rediscover the joys of life through his passion for collecting and restoring rare
books. But when he opens an eighteenth-century study on Shakespeare forgeries, he is shocked to find a Victorian portrait strikingly similar to his wife tumble
out of its pages, and becomes obsessed with tracking down its origins.As he follows the trail back to the nineteenth century and then to Shakespeare's time,
Peter learns the truth about his own past and unearths a book that might prove
that Shakespeare was indeed the author of all his plays.

The Book Shop by Penelope Fitzgerald

In 1959, Florence Green, a kindhearted widow with a small inheritance, risks
everything to open a bookshop - the only bookshop - in a small village in Suffolk, England.

Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury

The terrifyingly prophetic novel of a post-literate future. Bradbury’s powerful
and poetic prose combines with uncanny insight into the potential of technology
to create a novel which, decades on from first publication, still has the power to
dazzle and shock.

People of the Book by Geraldine Brooks

In 1996, Hanna Heath, a young Australian book conservator is called to analyze
the famed Sarajevo Haggadah, a priceless six-hundred-year-old Jewish prayer
book that has been salvaged from a destroyed Bosnian library.When Hanna
discovers a series of artifacts in the centuries' old library, she unwittingly
exposes an international cover up.

S. by Doug Dorst & J.J.Abrams

One book.Two readers.A world of mystery, menace, and desire.A young
woman picks up a book left behind by a stranger. Inside it are his margin notes,
which reveal a reader entranced by the story and by its mysterious author. She
responds with notes of her own, leaving the book for the stranger, and so
begins an unlikely conversation that plunges them both into the unknown.

7

Secret of Lost Things by Sheridan Hay

Eighteen years old and completely alone, Rosemary arrives in New York from
Tasmania with little other than her love of books and an eagerness to explore
the city.Taking a job at a vast, chaotic emporium of used and rare books called
the Arcade, she reads a letter from someone seeking to “place” a lost
manuscript by Herman Melville.

The Shadow of the Wind by Carlos Ruiz Zafon

Barcelona, 1945: Daniel, an antiquarian book dealer’s son who mourns the loss
of his mother, finds solace in a mysterious book entitled The Shadow of the
Wind, by one Julián Carax. But when he sets out to find the author’s other
works, he makes a shocking discovery: someone has been systematically destroying every copy of every book Carax has written. In fact, Daniel may have
the last of Carax’s books in existence. Soon Daniel’s seemingly innocent quest
opens a door into one of Barcelona’s darkest secrets—an epic story of murder,
madness, and doomed love.

The Templar Legacy by Steve Berry

Cotton Malone, one-time top operative for the U.S. Justice Department, is
enjoying his quiet new life as an antiquarian book dealer in Copenhagen when
an unexpected call to action reawakens his hair-trigger instincts–and plunges
him back into the cloak-and-dagger world he thought he’d left behind.

The Thirteenth Tale by Diane Setterfield

A compelling emotional mystery about family secrets and the magic of books
and storytelling.A dying writer bids a young bookshop assistant to write her
biography.

NON-FICTION
The Book of Immortality:The Science, Belief, and Magic behind
Living Forever by Adam Leith Gollner

Adam Leith Gollner was struck by mankind’s tireless efforts to cheat aging and
death. In a narrative that pivots between profundity and hilarity, he brings us
into the world of those whose lives are shaped by a belief in immortality.

The Code Book:The Science of Secrecy from Ancient Egypt to
Quantum Cryptography by Simon Singh

Simon Singh offers the first sweeping history of encryption, tracing its evolution
and revealing the dramatic effects codes have had on wars, nations, and individual
lives.
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Cults, Conspiracies, and Secret Societies:The Straight Scoop on
Freemasons, the Illuminati, Skull and Bones, Black Helicopters, the
New World Order, and Many, Many More by Arthur Goldwag
An indispensable guide, Cults, Conspiracies, and Secret Societies connects the
dots and sets the record straight on a host of greedy gurus and murderous
messiahs, crepuscular cabals and suspicious coincidences.

Ex-Libris: Confessions of a Common Reader by Anne Fadiman

This witty collection of essays recounts a lifelong love affair with books and
language. For Fadiman, as for many passionate readers, the books she loves have
become chapters in her own life story.Writing with remarkable grace, she
revives the tradition of the well-crafted personal essay, moving easily from
anecdotes about Coleridge and Orwell to tales of her own pathologically
literary family.

Ghost in the Wires: My Adventures as the World’s Most Wanted
Hacker by Kevin D. Mitnick

If there were a hall of fame or shame for computer hackers, a Kevin Mitnick
plaque would be mounted the near the entrance.While other nerds were
fumbling with password possibilities, this adept break-artist was penetrating the
digital secrets of Sun Microsystems, Digital Equipment Corporation, Nokia,
Motorola, Pacific Bell, and other mammoth enterprises. His Ghost in the Wires
memoir paints an action portrait of a plucky loner motivated by a passion for
trickery, not material gain.

In the Plex: How Google Thinks,Works, and Shapes Our Lives by
Steven Levy

Few companies in history have ever been as successful and as admired as
Google, the company that has transformed the Internet and become an
indispensable part of our lives. How has Google done it? Veteran technology
reporter Steven Levy was granted unprecedented access to the company, and in
this revelatory book he takes readers inside Google headquarters to show how
Google works.

The Immortalization Commission: Science and the Strange Quest
to Cheat Death by John Gray

John Gray takes a brilliant and frightening look at humankind’s dangerous striving
toward a scientific version of immortality.

The Man Who Loved Books Too Much:The True Story of a Thief, a
Detective, and a World of Literary Obsession by Allison Hoover
Bartlett

Rare-book theft is even more widespread than fine-art theft. Most thieves, of
course, steal for profit. John Charles Gilkey steals purely for the love of books.
In an attempt to understand him better, journalist Allison Hoover Bartlett
plunged herself into the world of book lust and discovered just how dangerous
it can be.

The Master Switch:The Rise and Fall of Information Empires by
Tim Wu

In this age of an open Internet, it is easy to forget that every American
information industry, beginning with the telephone, has eventually been taken
captive by some ruthless monopoly or cartel.With all our media now traveling
a single network, an unprecedented potential is building for centralized control
over what Americans see and hear. Could history repeat itself with the next
industrial consolidation?

MOVIES–
The Da Vinci Code - 2006
Social Network - 2011
Tuck Everlasting – 2002
The Google Boys - 2006
BOOKS ON RELATED THEMES FOR YOUNG ADULTS
Compiled by: Elizabeth Brown, author, Dr. Joan Glazer, Professor
Emeritus, RI College and Cheryl Space, OLIS
The Book of Blood and Shadow by Robin Wasserman

When several students agree to help their professor decode the medieval
Voynich manuscript for a research project, Nora Kane is assigned the less
important role of translating letters in Latin from the 1590's, letters which turn
out to hold the key to understanding the Lumen Dei, a device supposed to
allow communion with God.

The Book of Three, Chronicles of Prydain by Lloyd Alexander

Taran,Assistant Pig-Keeper to a famous oracular sow, sets out on a hazardous
mission to save Prydain from the forces of evil.
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The Book Thief by Markus Zusak

The story of a young German girl whose book-stealing and story-telling talents help
sustain her family and the Jewish man they are hiding, as well as their neighbors.

Changeling by Philippa Gregory

Set in 1453 in Italy, this novel follows seventeen-year-old Luca Vero in his
assignment, given by a representative of the Order of Darkness, to leave his
monastery and investigate strange occurrences at the abbey, where he
encounters Isolde, accused of witchcraft.

Code Talker: a novel about Navajo Marines in WWII by Joseph
Bruchac

Navajo men are recruited by the Marines to become Code Talkers, sending
messages during World War II in their native tongue.

Dragonsong, Chronicles of Pern by Anne McCaffrey

Forbidden by her father to indulge in music in any way, a girl on the planet Pern
runs away with the planet’s fire lizards who, along with her music, open a new
life for her.

Escape From Mr. Lemoncello’s Library by Chris Grabstein

An easy read for teenagers, this book will challenge them to remember classic
children’s books as well as adult literature as twelve-year-old Kyle and his
friends attempt to solve the puzzle that will let them escape from the new
town library.

Google:The Company and its Founders by Susan E. Hamen

The history of Google, from its founding in 1997 by Sergey Brin and Larry Page
while both were students at Stanford University to its current status as a leader
in online search engines, shows both the growth of technological innovation and
many of the issues facing the company

The Mysterious Benedict Society by Trenton Lee Stewart

After passing a series of mind-bending tests, four youngsters are selected for a
secret mission at the Learning Institute for the Very Enlightened, where the
only rule is that there are no rules.

The Printing Press by Milton Meltzer

In a solid introduction to the topic, Meltzer places the invention of the Gutenberg
printing press in the context of both the history of printing and writing and the
impact that mass dissemination of knowledge has had on the world.

The Red Pyramid,The Kane Chronicles by Rick Riordan

Two youngsters set off on a dangerous quest which brings them ever closer to
the Truth about their links to a secret order from the time of the pharaohs.
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The Secret Prophecy by Herbie Brennan

When Edward Michael "Em" Goverton discovers the key to a deadly prediction
by Nostradamus, he enters into a world of global conspiracy and personal danger.

Steve Jobs:The Man Who Thought Different:A Biography by Karen
Blumenthal

Using direct quotes from Jobs and from his associates, and illustrated with
black-and-white photographs, this biography presents a clear and intimate portrayal of its subject.

3D Printing by Terence O'Neill and Josh Williams

This books shows how three dimensional printers work, how they are being used,
and how people can create their own inventions from 3D computer models.

Nominate the Next Reading
Across Rhode Island Book!
Deadline: May 15, 2014
The general criteria for book selection includes:
• A good story with a universal theme
• Appealing to a wide range of readers, from age 14 and up
• Accessible in language and content
• Available in different formats (i.e., paperback, audio, Braille)
• Written by an author who is available to visit and speak with
Rhode Islanders about the book
• Over time, the titles selected should reflect diversity in content,
culture and genre
Title & Author:

Or email your book nomination to kate@ribook.org.

12

