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To find Reading Across Rhode Island
programs in your area, go to ribook.org.
is booklet presents resources the Reading Across Rhode Island committee has
gathered to enrich and expand this reading.

WELCOME TO THE 14TH YEAR OF
READING ACROSS RHODE ISLAND!
Reading Across Rhode Island, the statewide community read, kicks oﬀ its 14th
year with e Wright Brothers by David McCullough. Reading Across Rhode
Island is a project of the Rhode Island Center for the Book, made possible
through a vibrant collaboration of librarians, teachers, book group leaders and
readers from across the State.
e 2016 program runs from January to May with readers in Rhode Island
classrooms, libraries, and bookstores joining discussions and participating in
lectures, art exhibits, poetry readings and dramatic interpretations focused on
this year’s selection.
Governor Gina Raimondo and First Gentleman Andy Moﬃt serve as the
program’s Honorary Co-Chairs.
GET THE BOOK
Pick up a copy of e Wright Brothers at your local public library or bookstore
and start up a conversation with your family, friends, coworkers, or even the
person sitting next to you as you ride the bus. is is your chance to take a moment to have a great conversation with an old friend or to make a new one.
JOIN IN
Join thousands of Rhode Islanders at one of the many book discussions and
related programs around the state from January to May.
If you’re out and about, you might find copies of e Wright Brothers in
unexpected places. Our wandering books appear in public spaces such as parks,
buses, malls and doctor’s oﬃces. If you find a copy, it’s yours for a short time.
Register the book online and see how far it travels (instructions are included in
the book), read it, review it and release it for someone else to enjoy.

Our programs would not be possible without the support of our sponsors,
partners and aﬃliates:
Barrington Books
Barton & Gilman
Grimshaw-Gudewicz Charitable Foundation
Rhode Island Network for Educational Technology
Rhode Island Oﬃce of Library and Information Services
Rhode Island Library Association
School Librarians of Rhode Island
Washington Trust Bank
Ada Books
Brown Bookstore
Barrington Books
Cellar Stories Bookstore
Books on the Square
Island Books Symposium Books
Grateful Heart Twice Told Tales
D Kelley Fine Used Books
Rhode Island Center for the Book at the Rhode Island Council for the
Humanities is a statewide organization devoted to promoting personal and
community enrichment by celebrating the art and heritage of reading, writing,
making, and sharing books. Founded in 2003, Center for the Book is an aﬃliate
of the Center for the Book in the Library of Congress in Washington, D.C.

Grimshaw-Gudewicz
Charitable Foundation
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ABOuT THIS YEAR’S BOOK

Two-time Pulitzer winner, New York Times-bestselling author,
and master historian David McCullough brings to vivid life two of the most
iconic figures in American history in e Wright Brothers. Regarded
by many in their time as mere “bicycle mechanics,” Wilbur and
Orville Wright were in reality self–taught geniuses of truly exceptional
capacity of mind, pioneering scientific explorers, and extraordinary
exemplars of the American character. McCullough tells a great
American story that has never before been told as it should,
deeply exploring the character as well as the technical
achievements of the men who taught the world how to fly.
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ABOuT THE AuTHOR

David McCullough received the Pulitzer Prize, for Truman
and John Adams, and received the National Book Award, for
e Path Between the Seas and Mornings on Horseback. His other widely
acclaimed books are 1776, Brave Companions, e Great Bridge,
e Johnstown Flood, and e Greater Journey. He is the recipient
of the National Book Foundation Distinguished Contribution to
American Letters Award, the Francis Parkman Prize (which he won twice),
the Los Angeles Times Book Award, the National Humanities Medal, and
the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the nation’s highest civilian award.
He has been elected to the American Academy of Arts and Sciences,
as well as the American Academy of Arts and Letters, and has
received more than forty honorary degrees.
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SuGGESTIONS FOR STuDENT RESpONSE
created by Tracey Hague and cynthia skelton, chariho High school, Muriel
sweeney and dJ Foley
(Some projects/papers have been aligned to the Common Core State Standards.
Look for opportunities to enhance your students’ experience with this book.)
Narrative Responses (W 11-12.3)
• Literature Letters – Write a letter from Milton Wright or Katherine to Orville
and Wilber regarding news of their experiments. How might they have
responded to news of successes? Failures?
• Extend the novel – You are a Kitty Hawker – describe your observations and
your opinion of the brothers.
• Point of View – Rewrite a scene from another character’s point of view.
Research projects (W 11-12.2, SL 11-12.4)
• Explore the progression of aeronautics since ballooning in France.
• Explore the cultural development of the brothers that results from their world
travels.
• Explore the age of invention during this time. (You may explain how these
inventions helped/influenced the success/lives of the brothers.)
• Wilbur was quoted as saying, “If I were giving a young man advice as to how he
might succeed in life, I would say to him, pick out a good father and mother,
and begin life in Ohio.” Examine life in Ohio and what he means.
• Discuss the physics of bird watching, weather, design, or the beauty of artistic
symmetry.
• What influence did omas Selfridge’s death have on future U.S. Army pilots?
• On page 57, McCullough notes that the Wright brothers did not agree with
Chanute that everyone should work together, sharing ideas, techniques and
discoveries, to best facilitate scientific advancement. Samuel Langley went to
great lengths to keep his experiments secret (80), just as the Wrights took steps
(92, 113) to protect their own work. However, both the Wrights and Langley
used data from previous experiments and benefited from the collaboration of
others. Compare the development of flight technology with the development
of another technology of your choice, and present an argument about how
advancement can best be served while protecting the intellectual property of
scientists and inventors.
Exploring Meaning
• Explore the values of the Wright family that influenced the way they interacted
with others, did business and educated themselves.
• Explore the definition of e Renaissance Man and describe how the brothers
fit.
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• Explore the significance of the scientific method as it applies to the Wright
Brothers.
• Explore the books/magazines and literature that the brothers read.
• Educational researchers have recently hypothesized that intelligence and academic achievements are not the most important qualities that predict an individual’s success: instead, researchers have identified a more important quality
called “grit.” People with “grit” have motivation, self-control, determination, and
the ability to learn from their mistakes, and these qualities make them more
likely to achieve excellent results than anything else. Consider the achievement
of the Wrights as well as other success stories you are familiar with. Is grit the
most important quality for success, or is talent or natural intelligence more or
equally important as grit?
Closer Reading
• How did Orville’s illness spur the brother’s experiments?
• Explore the significance of the move to Kitty Hawk. What studies went into the
decision to go?
• Explore the significance of birds in the furthering of their experiments.
• Explore the significance of weather in advancing their experiments.
• Explore the eﬀect of the inclement weather on the brothers’ morale.
• Analyze what you learn about the brothers’ development:
a.) How was Wilbur’s status as the elder significant in their relationship and
decision–making?
b.) Explore Katherine’s influence on their lives and/or their success.
c.) Explore and analyze the Biblical allusions in the novel, and their father’s influence on their lives and/or success.
d.) Examine the way Orville and Wilbur’s strengths and weaknesses complemented each other and influenced their success.
e.) Discuss Octave Chanute’s influence on the brothers’ lives and progress.
f.) Discuss the influence of Otto Lilianthal’s glider experiments on the brother’s
eﬀorts.
g.) Discuss the influence of John T. Daniels on the world’s recognition of the
brothers’ achievements?
h.) Discuss the contributions to the project for which Charlie Taylor is responsible.
i.) Examine the conflict(s) between Samuel Langley and the brothers
j.) Observation is a key principle of scientific experimentation. How did the
Wrights’ observation of birds inform the development of flight technology?
Cite specific examples from the text.
• Discuss other influences that were key in their lives.
• Discuss Wilbur’s experience in the Louvre. What artists did he admire? Why is
this place so pivotal to him at this time in his life?
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• On page 67-68, McCullough includes an excerpt of Wilbur’s speech in which
Wilbur compares learning about aerial navigation to taming an untrained horse.
Why does he choose metaphor? Reread the passage and discuss the relevant
elements of comparison between aerial navigation and an untamed horse?

e dropper by Ron McLarty, 2012
In England in 1922, aer the death of his mother, teen plumber and part-time
boxer, Albert “Shoe” Horn, must care for his younger brother with special needs.

FuRTHER READING
• How to make the world’s longest flying paper airplane.
http://www.aviation-for-kids.com/paper-airplanes.html

e Flying circus by Susan Crandall, 2015
is novel is an adventure tale of two daredevils and a farm boy who crisscross
the heartland, exploring the rapidly expanding role of aviation from barnstorming to bootlegging, from a flying circus to the dangerous sport of air racing.

• Air and Space Magazine interview with David McCullough.
http://www.airspacemag.com/as-interview/david-mccullough-wright-brothers180955344/?no-ist

i Was Amelia earhart by Jane Mendelsohn, 1996
In this brilliantly imagined novel, Amelia Earhart tells us what happened aer she
and her navigator, Fred Noonan, disappeared oﬀ the coast of New Guinea.

• Wisdom from the Wright Brothers: Five Secrets to Success
http://time.com/money/3903630/wright-brothers-success-advice/

e invisible Bridge by Julie Orringer, 2010
e story of brothers whose bonds cannot be broken and of a family shattered
then remade in history's darkest hour.

BOOKS ON RELATED THEMES FOR ADuLTS
FICTION
Compiled by Cheryl Stein, Rogers Free Library
e Adventures of Miles and isabel by Tom Gilling, 2001
Miles and Isabel share more than the same birth date in 1856; they are children of
the Industrial Revolution, fascinated by the power of turning cogs and flying
machines.
e Aviator’s Wife by Melanie Benjamin, 2013
Anne Morrow Lindberg was the first licensed female glider pilot in the United
States. But despite this and other major achievements, she is viewed merely as the
aviator's wife.
circling the sun by Paula McLain, 2015
is novel is a fictionalization of the exploits of real-life aviator and author Beryl
Markham in British Kenya in the early 20th century.
conquerors of the sky by omas Fleming, 2003
A gripping insider's journey into the lives and loves, the hopes and heartbreaks of
the men and women who make America's planes.

e Justification of Johann Gutenberg by Blake Morrison, 2002
He has been called the most influential man of the last millennium, he launched a
communications revolution, and he changed the written word forever. is is his
tale, and the story behind his heretical invention.
Lightning by Jean Echenoz, 2011
Drawn from the life of Nikola Tesla, one of the greatest inventors of his time,
Lightning is a captivating tale of one man's curious fascination with the marvels
of science.
Roaring under: A Novel of the Jet Age by Walter J. Boyne, 2006
e story of the jet age of aviation revolves around remarkable geniuses - including
Sir Frank Whittle, the British inventor of the jet engine; Hans von Ohain, a
German jet engine designer who comes to work for the U.S.; famed aeronautical
engineer Kelly Johnson; the daring test pilot Tex Johnston, and many more.

NON-FICTION
Compiled by Jane Granatino, Barrington Public Library

dawn over Kitty Hawk: e Novel of the Wright Brothers by Walter J. Boyne, 2003
e stirring story of the Wright Brothers, plus a colorful supporting cast of highflyers during the baby-step era of aviation, entertainingly presented—warts and
all.

e Aviators: eddie Rickenbacker, Jimmy doolittle, charles Lindbergh, and the
epic Age of Flight by Winston.Groom, 2013
is is the fascinating story of three extraordinary heroes who defined aviation
during the great age of flight. ese cleverly interwoven tales of their heart-stopping adventures take us from the feats of World War I through the heroism of
World War II and beyond, including daring military raids and survival-at-sea.
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Birdmen: e Wright Brothers, Glenn curtiss, and the Battle To control the
skies by Lawrence Goldstone, 2015
Birdmen sets the engrossing story of the Wrights’ war with Curtiss against the
thrilling backdrop of the early years of manned flight. A dramatic story of
unimaginable bravery in the air and brutal competition on the ground, Birdmen
is at once a thrill ride through flight’s wild early years and a surprising look at the
personal clash that fueled America’s race to the skies.
e Bishop’s Boys: A Life of Wilbur and orville Wright by Tom D Crouch, 2003
Using a treasure trove of Wright family correspondence and diaries, Tom Crouch
skillfully weaves the story of the airplane's invention into the drama of a unique
and unforgettable family. He shows us exactly how and why these two obscure
bachelors from Dayton, Ohio, were able to succeed where so many better-trained,
better-financed rivals had failed.
Blue skies, Black Wings: African American Pioneers of Aviation by Samuel L.
Broadnax, 2007
Blue Skies, Black Wings recounts the history of African Americans in the skies
from the very beginnings of manned flight. From Charles Wesley Peters, who
flew his own plane in 1911, and Eugene Bullard, a black American ace with the
French in World War I, to the 1945 Freeman Field mutiny against segregationist
policies in the Air Corps, Broadnax paints a vivid picture of the people who
fought oppression to make the skies their own.
Flight by James Tobin, 2013
For years, Wilbur Wright and his younger brother, Orville, experimented in
obscurity, supported only by their exceptional family. Meanwhile, the world
watched as Samuel Langley, armed with a contract from the US War Department
and all the resources of the Smithsonian Institution, sought to create the first
manned flying machine. But while Langley saw flight as a problem of power, the
Wrights saw a problem of balance. us their machines took two very diﬀerent
paths.
conquering the sky: e secret Flights of the Wright Brothers at Kitty Hawk by
Larry E. Tise, 2009.
In seven crucial days of spring 1908, the Wright brothers prepared for what they
thought would be a season of secret flights at Kitty Hawk, the culmination of five
years spent perfecting their planes. However, they were soon discovered by a host
of fast-paced reporters and photographers, forcing the brothers to try to outsmart
the world press and avoid close scrutiny of their flying machine and its prowess.
Within a few pivotal days, the brothers were catapulted into unwanted worldwide
fame as the international press reported their every move using rudimentary
telegraphs and early forms of photography.
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Flight: 100 Years of Aviation by R.G. Grant, 2007
In the 100 years since the Wright brothers' first powered flight, aviation has
witnessed many memorable events. From record-breaking flights and aerial
warfare, to advances in aircra design and the race for space, Flight covers the
most memorable moments in the history of aviation.
e Flyers: in search of Wilbur and orville Wright by Noah Adams, 2003
rough the lens of his own experiences as well as original reporting, letters,
diaries, and other primary source material, he helps us understand the talent and
intensity of the brothers and their family, including the fascinating, deeply complex, and at times tragic bond between Orville and Katharine, his younger sister.
Kill devil Hill: discovering the secret of the Wright Brothers by Harry Combs,
1979
A member of the National Aviation Fall of Fame, Combs did extensive research
on what was described as a definitive portrayal of the brilliance of Wilbur and
Orville Wright.
e Nation's Hangar: Aircra Treasures of the smithsonian From the National
Air and space Museum's steven F. udvar-Hazy center by Dane A. Penland, Eric
F. Long, and Mark A. Avino. 2011
A fascinating textual and visual history of civilian, military, and commercial aviation from the earliest balloon flights to today's most advanced aircra.
on Great White Wings: e Wright Brothers and the Race for Flight by Fred
E.C. Culick, & Spencer Dunmore, 2001
Revealing the brothers' youthful interest in technology and flight, the authors
recount the trials and errors of other would-be aviators, and explain how the race
to be the first man alo became an international obsession.
e Wright Brothers and the invention of the Aerial Age by Tom D. Crouch &
Peter L. Jakab. 2003
In moving prose, Crouch and Jakab explain the Wrights' achievements and the
moments of their great successes, and they paint a masterful personal portrait of
the two sometimes erratic, genius personalities (never married, the brothers lived
together all their lives), and, most important, the world of pioneering aviation in
which they operated.
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FILMS/DOCuMENTARIES
Compiled by Louise Moulton, Providence Public Library

BOOKS FOR YOuNG ADuLTS RELATED TO CONTENT AND THEMES
IN THE WRIGHT BROTHERS
Compiled by Dr. Joan Glazer, Professor Emerita, RI College, December, 2015

Kitty Hawk: e Wright Brothers’ Journey of Invention, PBS, 2003
You Are ere: Two Dramatic Flights, Walter Cronkite Video, 2004
Wright Brothers’ Flying Machine, PBS Nova, 2003
http://topdocumentaryfilms.com/wright-brothers-flying-machine
INvENTIONS/ENTREpRENEuRSHIp
Accidental inventions: 10 Inventions, 10 Extraordinary Stories, Jumby
Bay Studios, 2004
How We Got to Now, PBS Six-Part Series, 2014
inventors of the World dVd series: Take a close-up look at some of the world's
greatest inventors and their landmark contributions, Schlessinger Media, 2002
Temple Grandin: A biopic of Temple Grandin, an autistic woman who has become one of the top scientists in the humane livestock handling industry, HBO,
2010
siblings dominick and eugene: Twin brothers, one brain-damaged from an accident, and the other a medical student, have their bond of love tested when the
doctor is oﬀered a position at Stanford, 1988
ON DAvID MCCuLLOuGH
in-depth with david Mccullough, Book TV:
http://www.c-span.org/video/?167542-1/depth-david-mccullough, 2001.
The Wright Brothers, an interview with david Mccullough, e Daily Show 2015
http://www.cc.com/video-clips/7lzkw8/the-daily-show-with-jon-stewart-davidmcculloughKitty Hawk: e Wright Brothers’ Journey of Invention – 2003

Airman by Eoin Colfer, 2008.
In the late nineteenth century, Conor Broekhart, having been branded a traitor
and thrown into jail, plans a daring escape from Little Saltee prison by means of a
flying machine that he must design and build himself.
Aviation Week and space Technology, Weekly magazine.
is journal contains articles about recent innovations in technology underlying
aviation and space advancement and exploration.
Becoming Ben Franklin: How a candle-maker’s son Helped Light the Flame of
Liberty by Russell Freedman, 2013.
With eﬃcient use of photographs and illustrations, Freedman relates every stage
of Benjamin Franklin’s life and career, connecting his discussion clearly to primary sources.
George eastman: Bringing Photography to the People by Lynda Pflueger, 2002.
Both the life and the career of George Eastman, who developed a camera simple
enough for anyone to use and thus revolutionized photography, are presented in
detail.
e Glorious Flight: Across the channel with Louis Bleriot by Alice and Martin
Provensen, 1983.
is picture book, winner of the 1984 Caldecott Medal for illustrations, depicts
French inventor Louis Bleriot’s attempts and final success at building an airplane,
ending with his flight across the English Channel in 1909 in the Bleriot XI.
Johnny Moore and the Wright Brothers’ Flying Machine by Walter A. Schulz,
2011.
e story of the Wright brothers’ first flight at Kitty Hawk is told through the eyes
of a local boy. A script for readers’ theatre is included.
outward dreams: Black inventors and eir inventions by James Haskins, 1991.
Black inventors, including Benjamin Bradley, Madam Walker, and George
Washington Carver, and their inventions, are discussed in succinct chapters.
scan by Walter Jury and S. E. Fine, 2014.
Tate Archer attempts to elude armed government oﬃcials as he tries to protect
his deceased father’s strange invention from falling into the wrong hands.
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The secret science Alliance and the copycat crook by Eleanor Davis, 2009.
In this graphic novel, eleven-year-old geek Julian Calendar forms an alliance with
fellow classmates Greta and Ben as they develop secret inventions, including the
“Distract-a-Dad” and “Nightsneak Goggles.”
steve Jobs: e Man Who ought diﬀerent: a Biography by Karen Blumenthal,
2012.
Steve Jobs, who, with Steve Wozniak, created Apple in his parents’ garage, showed
his genius in his inventions, his demands for perfection, and his unique approach
to life.
storm: the infinity code by E. L. Young, 2008.
e first of several young adult novels about the teenage inventors and geniuses
in STORM, a secret organization dedicated to eliminating the world’s misery
through science and technology, this book has the young protagonists racing to
find and then dismantle a deadly weapon.
e Templeton Twins Have an idea by Ellis Weiner, 2012.
Twelve-year-old twins John and Abigail are kidnapped by an adult set of twins in
an attempt to get their father to turn over plans for one of his inventions.
(Easy reading)

NOMINATE THE NExT
READING ACROSS RHODE ISLAND BOOK!

e general criteria for book selection includes:
• A good story with a universal theme
• Appealing to a wide range of readers, from age 14 and up
• Accessible in language and content
• Available in diﬀerent formats (i.e., paperback, audio, Braille)
• Written by an author who is available to visit and speak with Rhode
Islanders about the book
• Over time, the titles selected should reflect diversity in content,
culture and genre
Title & Author:

Twentieth-century inventors by Nathal Aaseng, 1991.
e Wright brothers are among the ten significant twentieth century inventors
and their inventions portrayed in this book.
Women inventors & eir discoveries by Ethlie Ann Vare and Greg Ptacek, 1993.
is collective biography surveys the life and work of women inventors, including
Grace Hopper, Fannie Farmer, C.J/ Walker and Stephanie Kwolek.

Or email your book nomination to kate@ribook.org.

e Wright Brothers: A Graphic Novel by Lewis Helfand and Sankha Benerjee. 2011.
Lesser known as well as well known facts about the lives of Wilbur and Orville
Wright fill this biography that begins with them as children and goes on to show
their struggles aer their successful flight.
e Wright Brothers: How ey invented the Airplane by Russell Freedman, 1991.
is Newbery Honor Book presents the context for the Wright brothers work,
describing both their setbacks and their successes, in a very readable style.
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